Misdiagnosis of bilateral ectopic pregnancies: a caveat about operator expertise in the use of transvaginal ultrasound.
Reported is the case of a 24-year-old female who presented to the Emergency Department complaining of lower abdominal pain and vaginal bleeding, whose initial transvaginal ultrasound was interpreted as showing a viable intrauterine pregnancy (IUP) of 8 weeks gestation. Repeat transvaginal ultrasound during a subsequent Emergency Department (ED) visit 3 days later revealed bilateral ectopic pregnancies of 6.5 weeks gestation. ED physicians should be familiar with the limitations of transvaginal sonography, and should be wary of early "intrauterine" pregnancies that are diagnosed ultrasonographically by inexperienced operators.